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Frequently Asked Questions about Measure G 

City Staff have received several questions about the City’s Sales Tax Measure and thought it 
would be helpful to provide answers to questions about the proposed sales tax measure (Measure 
G) and existing sales tax measures (Measure E). 
 

What is Measure G and why is it on the Ballot?  
The City Council placed Measure G on the ballot for the November 2020 election to extend the 
3/4% tax established by Measure E for an additional 8 years.  Measure G will not increase the 
amount of taxes currently being paid.  This extension would allow the City to continue with the 
programs and staffing made possible with the revenue from Measure E.  Without an extension of 
this tax the City would be forced to reduce staffing and programs over the next four years to 
develop a balanced budget.   

 
What is Measure E? 
Measure “E” is a 3/4% sales tax measure that was approved by the voters of the City of Fortuna 
on November 8, 2016 and generates approximately $1.4M per year. Measure “E” is a general tax 
that the City has committed to use to protect and maintain essential City services, including 
increasing and restoring police officers and programs, repairing aging/deteriorating streets and 
potholes, parks maintenance, and programs for youth and seniors. An advisory committee was 
formed by the Council to solicit public input and ensure that funds derived from Measure E are 
spent in a manner consistent with the intention of the measure.  The Council has consistently 
implemented the recommendations from the committee.  Measure E is set to terminate on March 
31st, 2025.  
 

What has the City Spent Measure E 
Funds On? 
The table below provides a breakdown of 
how the available funds have been 
distributed by City departments.  Following 
the table there is a brief description of the 
various expenditures of notable projects 
funded by Measure E. 

 

 
How is Measure E Spent on Public 
Safety? 
The City of Fortuna has placed a high 
priority on public safety and been able to 
add four important positions using 
measure E funding including two 
Detectives, a Code Compliance Officer 
and Community Service Officer.   
 
Our Detectives have been directly responsible for solving high profile crime cases, conducting 
probation and parole checks, removing illegal campsites in and around the City and solving most 
major Felony crimes that occurred such as rape, robbery and major child abuse cases.  We are 
seeing a very high rate of these crimes solved and arrests made quickly because our detectives 
can be dedicated to solving cases and not out on patrol at the same time.  
 
Our Code Compliance Officer has been instrumental for the abatement of several nuisances and 
dangerous properties throughout the City. Abatement efforts range one-time cleanups of fire 
hazards, trash and debris, to focused efforts on longstanding nuisance properties known for drug  
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activity, violence and massive amounts of trash accumulation.  Having a funded position to focus 
on these efforts is resulting in cleanups around the city on a regular basis. 
 
Our CSO position is important for handling lower level misdemeanor type crimes, parking issues 
and animal control issues, freeing up our sworn officer staff to focus on more serious violations.  
 
The City expects to purchase and train a K-9 with the ability for drug detection and apprehension 
later this year using Measure E funds. 
 
Is Measure E Used to Pave our Streets? 
There are limited sources of funding for street maintenance and Measure E funding has allowed 
the City to complete roadway repairs that otherwise would not be possible.  Using Measure E 
funds, the City has funded over $250,000 for street maintenance and completed paving at several 
locations throughout the City including recent paving on 12th Street, Riverwalk Drive, Redwood 
Way, School Street, Church Street Kenmar Road and more. 
 

Why is Measure E Needed for Storm Drain Repairs?  
The City has a vast network of storm drains that are at or beyond their useful life and do not have 
a dedicated source of funding like water or sewer.   When these storm drains fail they often cause 
a sink hole or erosion of the roadway that result in road closures or damage to property if not 
repaired.  The City has been repairing storm drains annually using Measure E funds rather than 
General Fund reserves.  Storm drain repairs have been completed or are underway at several 
locations throughout the City including on Harlan Way, Franklin Ave., Osprey Terrace, 9th Street, 
Elizabeth Barcus Way, Main Street and more.   
 

How Were Measure E Funds used to Prevent Flooding? 
The City has been working for over 10 years to eliminate the flooding along Fortuna Boulevard 
caused by Rohner Creek and its tributary Hillside Creek.  The City has obtained over $7M of grant 
funds and $3.4M of Redevelopment Funds to complete flood control projects on Rohner Creek.  
The last phase of the project was the Hillside Creek Flood Control Project which was funded by 
a FEMA Pre-disaster Mitigation Grant in the amount of $1.9M and required City Match of $650K.  
Measure E, the City’s sales tax measure provided the grant match for this project.  Without 
Measure E, homeowners within the flood plain would continue to have to pay for expensive flood 
insurance indefinitely.  Remapping of the floodplain is expected to be completed early in 2021 
after FEMA completes its review. 
 

What Parks and Recreation Maintenance and Programs Funded by Measure E? 
Measure E is important to the continued improvement and expansion of our parks and to provide 
more programs for youth and seniors.  Measure E has funded the position of our Parks and 
Recreation Director who has led grant pursuits to expand and improve City Parks and develop 
new programs.  Grant pursuits are underway to expand and improve Newburg Park, assist the 
Rohner Recreation District to plan for an aquatic facility and the City recently obtained a grant to 
purchase land for a waterfront park north of the City’s River Lodge.   
 
Measure E has also allowed for maintenance projects in our parks including the replacement of 
the ballfield lights in Newburg Park, the replacement of old water faucets with modern accessible 
hydration stations, the purchase of new roller skates and other long overdue parks improvement 
projects.  
 
Using Measure E Funds, The City’s transit service continued providing medical and shopping 
appointments to Eureka for seniors and Friday Night Fun Nights for youth (allowing parents a 
night out). 


